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Post-Doctoral Research Associate
Department of Life Sciences, Faculty of Science
£27,319 to £35,646, Ref: 6780
3-year contract, commencing 1 January 2011
Based in Milton Keynes
Applications are invited for a Post-Doctoral Research Associate to work on a 3-year project funded by The Multiple Sclerosis Society of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.  This is an exciting project investigating the role of microRNAs expressed at the cerebral vasculature in the pathogenesis of multiple sclerosis, in particular their role in blood-brain barrier breakdown and leukocyte transmigration. You will work within a collaborative network formed by three research centres: The Open University (Dr. Ignacio Romero, Prof David Male and Dr Mark Hirst); Queen Mary, University of London; (Prof David Baker and Dr Greg Michael) and University of Sheffield (Dr Basil Sharrack). The investigation will be conducted using a combination of experimental models including cultured human cells, post-mortem human brain tissues obtained through the UK Multiple Sclerosis Tissue Bank and animal models of multiple sclerosis. 
The ideal candidate will hold a PhD or equivalent and be highly skilled in one or more of the following: cell biology, molecular biology, and/or animal physiology. A background of research in neuroscience and/or immunology would be desirable but not essential. 

For informal enquiries about the project, contact Dr Ignacio Romero (i.romero@open.ac.uk). 

For detailed information and how to apply go to www3.open.ac.uk/employment, call Michelle Duke (Life Sciences Recruitment Co-ordinator) on 01908 659672 or email Biology-recruitment@open.ac.uk quoting the reference number. Closing date: 1 December 2010.  Interview date: 8 December 2010.

We promote diversity in employment and welcome applications from all sections of the community.
